Secrets of a
Well-Designed

Kitchen

Marco Tedeschi, CEO & Design
Director of Smart Renovation talks
about the ways to style up your

cooking space
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ften, when people decide to renovate
their kitchen, they think it’s as sim-
ple as selecting new cabinets and ap-
pliances. However, as Dubai’s leading
fit out company, we know that creating a well-
designed kitchen is a process that requires an
expert’s touch. To help you on your way, we’ve
put together some of our top renovation tips:

Consider the entire room

Just like when you’re renovating any room in
your house, it’s important to consider the room
as a whole concept. Although the cabinets and
appliances might be the obvious place to start,
it’s important that you take note of flooring,
lighting, the backsplash and countertops.
Striking a balance between a good looking and
practical kitchen comes down to creating syn-
ergy with each element.

The style of the kitchen

When it comes to food, we're all different.
While some love to flex their culinary flair,
others prefer to leave dinner in the capable
hands of a maid or handy mobile app. That’s
why it’s important to consider your eating
habits when creating your kitchen. Instead of
visiting a showroom, we recommend working
with an interior designer who will get to know
your family’s needs before designing the space.
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Create a seamless flow

Engineering a sense of cohesion with the rest
of your home helps in giving your kitchen wow-
factor. There are many ways to create a flow in
the kitchen. We always advise people to look
at the layout of their home and decide whether
there is a better placement for the kitchen. It’s
also important to stick within the style that
runs throughout, a modern kitchen will look
out of place in an older style property. And if
you've got an open plan living space, we rec-
ommend avoiding bulky wall mounted cabi-
nets that will distract from the room.

Make it ergonomic

When you're in the flow state of cooking a
big meal, you want your kitchen to work for
you. At Smart Renovation we’re all about er-
gonomic design. A well-designed Kkitchen is
achieved by noticing the small details. For
example, having a touch to open a cabinet
with all your spices beside the stove is going
to make cooking a more seamless experience.

identity.ae

identity.ae

VL,a \ie en Rose

Five tips for designing an
open-plan kitchen

1. Avoid wall cabinets: They only work in
a closed kitchen where that is the focus of the
room. In an open plan living area, use low or
full cabinets for less visual obstructions. We
like to use low cabinets that are not mount-
ed onto the wall, so that there’s a visual flow
through the space without obstructions.

2. Think about the space: Design in syn-
ergy with the rest of the living area. Follow the
style of the furniture and the feel you've cre-
ated in the rest of the room.

3. Consider a place to gather: When plan-
ning your kitchen design, don’t forget this
space will likely become a communal hub for
your family. Create an island or peninsula coun-
ter that allows people to sit, eat and gather.
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4. Lighting is key: Make sure the light hits
where you need to see - for example, on the
countertops, island, and hob. Heavy pendant
lighting can get in the way or break the flow, so
be careful of picking something OTT.

5. Say ‘NO’ to extractor fans: Don’t put
in a big and expensive extractor fan. Get an in-
built ventilation system on the ceiling. It doesn’t
cost much and will keep the space looking sleek.
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